CDHS PRESIDENTS REPORT 2024-2025 by Lyle Tune

Last year's AGM welcomed Maree Murray to the committee and farewelled long serving committee
member, Gillian Senior who continues to serve as a volunteer.

Guest Speaker at our August 2024 AGM was Laura Flanagan a PhD student from Texas with Irish & Music
interests. Laura gave an update on her research for her thesis which documents music and dance in the
Camperdown/Cobden/Terang area between1955 -1980. Part of her study involves recording stories from
local people about music during this time. Some of these will be lodged with our group following the
completion of her thesis. Laura is enjoying her work and stay in Camperdown that much she has
nominated for the new

Committee year.

First Tuesday in November we had a shared luncheon and Melbourne Cup sweep for Committee
Members and Volunteers who were able to make it to the Centre.

More food and fellowship with our Christmas Breakup when we visited Committee member Rob
Wuchatsch’s and Sue’s Stony Rises Homestead. The homestead had in poorer times on the side operated
a Rabbit Factory for preserving and canning rabbits.

In December, we awarded two small history bursaries to students at the Camperdown College (senior
campus) and Mercy Regional College to support their studies and further encourage interest in local
history.

In April over fifty members and guests visited Yellangip Homestead, Darlington. See Allan Willingham's
extensive report and much more in our latest (July) Past Matters.

In June it was again all hands (and more) on deck to support many aspects of the Robbie Burns Celtic
Festival and our own History Talks were very well attended and of high quality. At the conclusion of the
morning session of the History Talks the immediate past president of Royal Historical Society of Victoria,
Professor Richard Broome, presented our long serving committee member and secretary Maree Belyea
with the Societies Award of Merit. Well done, Maree. Thanks to members John, Donna, Roger and Wendy
who helped with supervision of the centre on the Saturday.

Again see (July) Past Matters for Bob Lambell's reports.
Displays at the Centre are continually changing and the work of local Commercial Artist, Nurse and

Landscape Painter Enid Cummins 1917-2014 and the achievements of local jockey Neville Wilson being
just an example of those featured in the past year.

We continue to upgrade equipment on an as needed basis to ensure the time spent by volunteers is on
what they do best and not fighting with outdated equipment.

A project of quite a few months (perhaps years) gestation came to fruition in April in the unveiling of a
Shire of Hampden 1891 Map. The large map was a supplement in the Camperdown Chronicle of 31 st July
1891 and likely other newspapers throughout the shire. A framed copy hangs in a meeting room of the
Corangamite Shire offices. With permission we had the map photographed professionally and after
investigation of various reproduction methods, it was decided to use a Melbourne business, Print 2 Metal.
The finished product is 20% larger than the original and measures 1.2 metres by 1.9 metres, and
lightweight. All rural properties, as at 1891, are shown and numbered, with an index of names, for each
parish, listed to the side. Outer edges of the map contain beautiful lithographs advertising various
businesses throughout the Shire. Due to the cost of the project we applied for sponsorship from our
banker, Cobden & Camperdown Community Finance Ltd (Bendigo Bank) and received $1,500, covering
50% of the overall cost. Three Community Bank board members attended the launch and shared morning
tea. We also now have a very high-res file of the map, which we are willing to share with other societies
within Corangamite.
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CDHS PRESIDENTS REPORT 2024-2025 CONTINUED... by Lyle Tune

The Society now has to hand a transcribed copy of the “Minutes, Trustees of the Camperdown Public Park
1869 to 1955". The typed document of 314 pages is a transcription from the 4 original minute books and
has an added easy to find index of just over 300 surnames of suppliers, contractors, labourers or anyone
listed in the minutes, being generally payments for services. Names such as Carey, Carmen or Casey only
appear once, the exception being the surname WALLS which appears on 160 of the 314 pages.

The Committee has also recently (3 August) submitted to Corangamite Shire an objection to a Town
Planning Application for a large advertising sign at 245 Manifold Street, Camperdown, corner Brooke &
Manifold Streets and two properties west of the Heritage Centre. It is hoped Councils heritage overlays
and planning controls would not allow such a structure in that location, however it was felt failure to
object may be seen as our support for such a development, and also that we may be one of the better
placed organisations to speak up and object to a sign that would dominate the streetscape and be
detrimental to the historic character of the precinct.

Through Committee Member attendance at Southern Zone meetings of Historical Societies in Colac
(October 2024) and Geelong (April 2025), Western Victorian Historical Societies meeting Geelong (April
2025) and attendance of Royal Historical Society of Victoria representatives at our History Talks in June we
have maintained good connection with what is happening with Historical Societies across the western
part of the state in the past year.

| extend my gratitude to Vice President Bob, Secretary Maree, Treasurer Kevin and all my fellow
committee members and volunteers for your dedicated efforts and the vibrant activity you help to
generate within our society.

A big thank you also to those who take out membership, make donations, allow visitations and provide
historic collectables which all make our work possible and interesting.

Lyle Tune, President
19 August 2025.
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