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Before reading this presentation 

title …

who had heard of

Joan Torrance?



Taking you back over a century

to different times in schools …

also some tips for family and local 

historians on how to find and present 

this history …

rosalie.triolo@monash.edu

Google me for my email address

mailto:rosalie.triolo@monash.edu


Allan Willingham, We Strive to Save: Fires, Firemen and the Fire Brigade 

at Camperdown, Fitzroy, 2012, p. 25.



Teacher Edward Sweetman, Lindenow Railway Station State School

(Gippsland), 1910 – ‘interior’ promoted in Education Gazette, May 1914, as

typical, high quality E.D.V. resourcing: ‘Note piano and pictures’.





School Paper

• compulsory reading and teaching

• also in many Victorian private schools,

as well as Tasmanian and Western 

Australian State/Government and private 

schools …

• its lessons spread far beyond Victoria …





Frank Tate                     Charles Long

Director of Education     SP and EG editor/writer

L.J. Blake, ed., Vision and Realisation: A Centenary History of State Education

in Victoria, E.D.V., Melbourne, 1973, vol. 1, pp 309, 1062.



Could speak for 50+ mins if addressing  

portrayals of the ‘Welsh’ and ‘Irish’ …

but had already started researching 

‘Scots’ after 2023’s festival …

This includes accessing references 

(which I recommend) such as …



11

Malcom Prentis, The Scots in Australia, 

UNSW Press, Sydney, 2008.



12

Benjamin Wilkie,

The Scots in Australia, 1788-1938,

Boydell & Brewer, Martlesham, 2017. 



13

Camperdown Historical Society,

Scotland to Australia Felix: Founding Scots 

of Victoria’s Camperdown District,

Star Printing, Terang, 2018.



14

Paul Longley Arthur, ed.,

Migrant Nation:Australian Culture, Society 

and Identity, Anthem, London, 2017. 



15

▪Melbourne Museums /

Immigration Museum Victoria:

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/immigratio

nmuseum/

>‘Origins’, especially ‘Census’, 

‘Glossary’ and ‘Countries’

https://origins.museumsvictoria.com.au/

https://museumsvictoria.com.au/immigrationmuseum/
https://origins.museumsvictoria.com.au/
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18



19

▪Australian Bureau of Statistics:

https://www.abs.gov.au/

https://www.abs.gov.au/
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21

▪Department of Home Affairs:

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/


22



How could Australian national 

identity and pride be defined in 

the late C18th and early C19th?

Not a ‘singular’ identity, but …



‘Dual identity’:

Geoffrey Blainey

‘Proud of the Empire and proud to be 

Australian [and] the two prides did not 

usually conflict’.

• Geoffrey Blainey, Our Side of the Country, 

Methuen Hayes, Sydney, 1984, p. 134.



‘Dual identity’:

H.O. Arnold-Forster and Charles Long 

asked pupils from 1906 onwards,

‘What is meant by being a good citizen?’ 

to which their answer was, simply, 

‘[l]iving in Australia or in any part of the 

great British Empire’.

• H.O. Arnold-Forster, The Citizen Reader for the 

Use of Schools, 2nd edn, rev., C.R. Long, n.p., 

London, 1906, p. 17.



‘Dual’ identity



‘Dual’ identity: loyalty to one’s home 

and the greater ‘red’ of Empire,

(which incs Scotland) …



‘Fifth loyalty’: Brendan Murray

for most within the greater imperial model

= ‘loyalty to *England’.

• Brendan Murray, Citizenship and Schooling … in 

Victorian State and Catholic Systems, 1910-18, M.A. 

Thesis, Monash University, 1981, p. 58.

• TRIOLO says * could be loyalty to Ireland,

Wales or Scotland … 



For example, ‘Scottish readings’ in 

the School Paper, often repeated in

WWI years, 1914-18 …

There were many examples in my 2023 presentation 

of Australo-Scottish

identity and patriotism

to bolster support for the war effort of WWI

- at the battle-front,

and

- on the home-front



Thomas Campbell (1777-1844), ‘The Soldier’s Dream’,

School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1914, pp. 22-23.



Thomas Campbell, ‘The Soldier’s Dream’,

School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1914 and V-VI, May 1915.

Our bugles sang truce, for the night-cloud 

had lowered,

And the sentinel stars set their watch in the 

sky;

And thousands had sunk on the ground 

overpowered-

The weary to sleep, and the wounded to die.



Thomas Carlyle, ‘Purpose in Life’, School Paper, VII-VIII, Feb. 1914, p. 39.



‘The Story of Kate Douglas’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1914, p. 23.



‘The Story of Kate Douglas’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1914, p. 23

‘1. Few kings have left behind them a fairer fame 

than James I, of Scotland. High-souled, large-

hearted, a scholar and a poet of no mean order, he 

tried to govern with justice; but the people were 

not used to having a king of this kind … [M]ight 

had been right in Scotland. The strong robbed 

the weak; the weak robbed the helpless; the 

nobles … plunged the country in the horrors of civil 

war.

2. The state of things made the king very unhappy. 

The cruelty of the strong made him angry, while 

the sufferings of the weak made him sad. He set 

to work … by giving equal laws to all.’



‘The Union Jack’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1915, p. 2.



Robbie Burns, ‘Auld Lang Syne’, School Paper, V-VI, Apr. 1915, p. 47.



‘Flag Song’, School Paper, III-IV, May 1915, p. 52.



‘Flag Song’, School Paper, III-IV, May 1915, p. 52.

‘The Union Flag, or "Union Jack," as it is 

usually called, is made up of three 

crosses, namely, the red cross of St. 

George on a white ground (the old English 

flag), the white cross of St. Andrew on a 

blue ground (the Scottish flag), and the 

red cross (or, strictly speaking, saltire) of 

St. Patrick on a white ground. The crosses 

of England and Scotland were united 

soon after James VI. of Scotland 

became, in 1603, James I. of England.’



‘The Black Douglas’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1916, p. 3.



‘The Black Douglas’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1916, p. 4.



‘King Robert Bruce’, School Paper, V-VI, Feb. 1916, p. 4.

‘King Robert Bruce, the most heroic of the 

Scottish kings … he led the Scots against Edward 

II, and won the great battle of Bannockburn, 24th 

June, 1314, which secured the independence of 

Scotland. Bruce died at Cardross Castle, on the 

Clyde, in 1329 …’

"And a thrill of pride it will aye impart,

That Scottish earth wraps the prince's heart’’.’



‘My Mother’, School Paper, III-IV, Aug. 1916, p. 106.

‘From a picture by Thomas Faed, a Scottish painter.’



George Cooper, ‘Baby-Land’, School Paper,

III-IV, Mar. 1917, p. 30.



Lauchlan Maclean Watt, ‘The Grey Mother’, School Paper,

V-VI, Mar. 1917, p. 28.



Robbie Burns, ‘Auld Lang Syne’, School Paper, III-IV, 

Mar. 1917, p. 32.



‘Sir Walter Scott (1771-1832) an eminent Scottish poet and novelist,

“Love of Country”’, School Paper, VI-VIII, Sept. 1918, p. 125



‘Children of the Empire and the Allies: How they Help 

in War-time’, School Paper, III-IV, May 1917, p. 49.



‘La Belle France lays down the law to Heather Jock [and the Little Woman from Wales] …’

‘Children of the Empire and the Allies: How they Help in War-time’,

School Paper, III-IV, May 1917, p. 49.



Robbie Burns, ‘Scots, Wha Ha’e’, School Paper, III-IV,

Nov. 1916, p. 150.



‘A patriotic geography’,

included Scotland and Australia … 



‘A patriotic biology’:

For today, the Scottish flower is 

heather …



‘A patriotic biology’:

For today, the Australian flower is 

wattle …



The two are united

and celebrated in …



Joan Torrance, ‘Twixt Heather and Wattle, George 

Robertson, Melbourne 1904 / [larger, hard-back, illustrated 

edition] Sydney 1911.



Australia at this time? ‘The Bush Legend’

From late C19th into early C20th:

• Education Department was accepting some

elements of the ‘bush legend’

• actively increased Australian content in its 

curriculum 

• declared new pride in, ‘things Australian’: 

landscape, flora, fauna and the

conservatively admirable people of ‘bush 

legend’ –

NOT the ‘larrikins’, gamblers, smokers or

alcohol drinkers



School Paper

• First item in first School Paper, 1896 = 

Henry Kendall's poem ‘Song of the Cattle 

Hunters’

• referred to introduced livestock, but 

conveyed popular, confident images of 

Australian bushman and beauty of bush.



'Song of the Cattle Hunters', School Paper,

Class III, February 1896, p. 1.



School Paper

• Second item in first School Paper, 1896 = 

about an Australian snake:

‘An Adventure in a Garden’



‘An Adventure in a Garden’,

School Paper, Class III, February 1896, pp. 1-3.



Exemplar books [note titles]

recommended by

Frank Tate and Charles Long

in 1902-1905:

‘Notices of Books’, Education Gazette, 1902-05.



Constance Tisdall, Australian Nature Stories for Children, 

James Ingram & Son, Melbourne, [ca.] 1902.



A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson, Rio Grande’s Last Race,

Angus & Robertson, Melbourne, 1902.



Olga Ernst, Fairy Tales from the Land of Wattle,

Melville & Mullen, Melbourne, 1904. [NOW RARE: $1,950.]



Ida Rentoul-Outhwaite, Mollie’s Bunyip,

Robert Jolley, Melbourne, 1904. [NOW RARE: $1,450.]



A ‘patriotic geography and biology’ 

in school readings

included Scotland and Australia …



Joan Torrance, born Scotland1867-

died Abbotsford, Victoria, Australia, 1943

State Library of Queensland, n.d.



Closer look … Joan Torrance, ‘Twixt Heather and Wattle,

George Robertson, Melbourne 1904 / Sydney 1911.



Joan Torrance, ‘Twixt Heather and Wattle,

George Robertson, Melbourne, Sydney 1911

Available ‘free’ online at

University of California Library Internet Archive:

https://archive.org/details/twixtheatherwatt00tor

riala/page/n2/mode/1up?view=theater

https://archive.org/details/twixtheatherwatt00torriala/page/n2/mode/1up?view=theater




Charles Long, 1904, declared:

‘This book contains poems on many topics –

nature and patriotism having a large share … 

they form specially pleasant and stimulating 

reading …The value and interest … is enhanced 

by the many excellent illustrations, several of 

them by distinguished Australian artists,

Messrs. Tom Roberts, A. Colquhoun,

Henry J. Recknell, Charles Nuttall,

Harry J. Weston, and Theo. Brooke Hanson being 

represented.’

‘Notices of Books, School Material, etc’, Education Gazette, 

December 1904, p. 91.







SECTION: Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Welcome’



Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Welcome’



Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Mother’s Wish’



Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Mother’s Wish’



Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Sir Walter Scott’



Under Heather (Scottish):

‘Sir Walter Scott’





SECTION: Under Wattle (Australian):

‘Wattle Blossom’



Under Wattle (Australian):

‘Wattle Blossom’





Under Wattle (Australian):

‘The Mountain Ride’



Under Wattle (Australian):

‘The Mountain Ride’





SECTION: Under the Flag (National)

Scotland and Australia 

= ‘related as British sons’

‘a shared military patriotism’

incs Boer War (1899-1902)



Under the Flag (National):

‘Forward and Fear Not’



Under the Flag (National):

‘Forward and Fear Not’



Under the Flag (National):

Sons of the Southern Sea



Under the Flag (National):

‘The Relief of Mafeking’



Under the Flag (National):

‘The Relief of Mafeking’



Under the Flag (National):

‘Elands’



Under the Flag (National):

‘Elands’



Under the Flag (National): [Victory ‘as one’!]

‘The Returned Soldiers’



Under the Flag (National): [Victory ‘as one’!]

‘The Returned Soldiers’



Joan Torrance’s and others’ 

early C20th patriotic

Australo-Scottish literature of 

geographies, biologies and 

pride in military prowess …

helped prepare Australo-Scots 

for ready service on

the battle- and home-fronts

of WWI …



‘Light Horse?’ ‘The final stanzas of “War Song of the Edinburgh Light Dragoons” by

Sir Walter Scott (1771-1789) a great Scottish novelist and poet’,

School Paper, VI-VII, Mar. 1915, p. 17.



Lake Bookaar State School, 30 June 2023 [courtesy former-pupil Stewart McArthur].



Lake Bookaar State School interior, 30 June 2023 [courtesy Brian Meehan].



Lake Bookaar State School, Great War Honour Board, 30 June 2023

[courtesy  Brian Meehan].



Camperdown WWI memorial [with Brian Meehan], 30 June 2023.



But not all is grim …

• Australo-Scot communities

owe poet Joan Torrance a great deal …



Joan Torrance …

• she – she - was clearly respected in her day

• her success quite possibly exceeded

what she (and others) anticipated



Joan Torrance …

‘Twixt Heather and Wattle …

I hope to have brought your attention to her.



Recommended [Book] Reading
• H.O. Arnold-Forster, The Citizen Reader for the Use of Schools, 2nd

edn, rev., C.R. Long, n.p., London, 1906

• Geoffrey Blainey, Our Side of the Country, Methuen Hayes, Sydney, 

1984

• L.J. Blake, ed., Vision and Realisation: A Centenary History of State 

Education in Victoria, E.D.V., Melbourne, 1973, vol. I

• Camperdown Historical Society, Scotland to Australia Felix: 

Founding Scots of Victoria’s Camperdown District, Star Printing, 

Terang, 2018

• Education Department, Victoria, Education Gazette, December 1904

• E.D.V., School Paper, 1896-1918

• Olga Ernst, Fairy Tales from the Land of Wattle, Melville & Mullen, 

Melbourne, 1904

• Paul Longley Arthur, ed., Migrant Nation: Australian Culture, Society 

and Identity, Anthem, London, 2017

• Ida Rentoul-Outhwaite, Mollie’s Bunyip, Robert Jolley, Melbourne, 

1904



Recommended [Book] Reading
• A.B. ‘Banjo’ Paterson, Rio Grande’s Last Race, Angus & Robertson, 

Melbourne, 1902

• Malcom Prentis, The Scots in Australia, UNSW Press, Sydney, 2008

• Constance Tisdall, Australian Nature Stories for Children, James 

Ingram & Son, Melbourne, [ca.] 1902

• Joan Torrance, ‘Twixt Heather and Wattle, George Robertson, 

Melbourne 1904 / [larger, hard-back, illustrated edition] Sydney 1911

• Rosalie Triolo, ‘Our Schools and the War’, Australian Scholarly 

Publishing, Kew, 2012

• Gerald Warner, Homelands of the Clans, Collins, London, 1980

• Benjamin Wilkie, The Scots in Australia, 1788-1938, Boydell & 

Brewer, Martlesham, 2017

• Allan Willingham, We Strive to Save: Fires, Firemen and the Fire 

Brigade at Camperdown, Fitzroy, 2012

• Rosalie Triolo, ‘Our Schools and the War’, Australian Scholarly 

Publishing, Kew, 2012 – available via RHSV Bookshop



Recommended Websites
• Australian Bureau of Statistics:

https://www.abs.gov.au/

• Department of Home Affairs:

https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/

• Melbourne Museums / Immigration 

Museum Victoria: 

https://origins.museumsvictoria.com.au/

• University of California Library Internet 

Archive: 

https://archive.org/details/twixtheatherwatt00to

rriala/page/n2/mode/1up?view=theater

https://www.abs.gov.au/
https://www.homeaffairs.gov.au/
https://origins.museumsvictoria.com.au/
https://archive.org/details/twixtheatherwatt00torriala/page/n2/mode/1up?view=theater

