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Hello to all members,
I imagine everyone is back to a relatively normal life by now, after the busy
time of Christmas and New Year, and possibly trips and/or family visits over the
holiday season. Here at the Heritage Centre we’re adapting to life with the NBN
as well as preparing for some new arrangements for storage or display once the
rebuilding downstairs has been completed. Some of our members have been
holidaying and are expected back at work here by the end of January, and so the
year begins again!
Our Christmas breakup at “Wuurong” was a great success as reported in
this Newsletter. Facebook continues to be a source of great interest and
information gathering and is a very efficient way of finding new members and
sharing our local history.
Your committee has been hard at work preparing the compilation of our
three ‘Notable Scots’ booklets into one volume. This is being professionally
designed and printed with the help of a grant and we are planning to launch it
during the upcoming Burns Festival in May this year. It’s been a lot of work (more
than we anticipated!) with the need for checking and re-checking of text, layout,
illustrations, indexing, etc. but we feel it’s definitely going to be worth it.
Welcome to a couple of new members since last Newsletter: Heather
Tonkin and Bob Hewitt. It’s very encouraging to keep adding to our membership
list which is now around a healthy 120, plus various Museum and Society
memberships.
We look forward to welcoming any or all of our members at the Heritage
Centre – call in any time.
Gillian Senior, Newsletter Editor

From the Heritage Centre
Brass Bell from Talindert Primary School – No. 3644
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This small bell is very similar to the ‘Musical Bells’ used by the Lancashire Bell Ringers in
our article later in this Newsletter.
The Talindert P.S. situated on Black Rock Road, operated from 1920 till 1992.
Camperdown Chronicle records tell us that in 1922, Mrs. J. C. Manifold presided at the
end-of-year function and Cr. Manifold presented the prizes to the students. Cr Manifold
“congratulated those concerned for the way in which the grounds were kept.”
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HERITAGE CENTRE - Jottings and News
Our Christmas Break-up at “Wuurong”
After some days of extreme heat, followed by rain and cold, Tuesday 5th December suddenly decided to
give us a warm and beautifully still evening—a delightful surprise! It was thoroughly appreciated by the 45
members who joined us at John and Carolyn Menzies’ home for a byo
picnic tea at this beautiful venue.
Our hosts had provided trestle tables and chairs a-plenty which made
everyone feel very welcome and comfortable.
John spoke to the
assembled group, welcomed
us all and then told us a lot
about the history of the
house and surrounding land—the different owners, the use of
the land for sheep or cattle, the designing and planting of the
huge surrounding garden and the amount of work they,
themselves, had done to restore the
garden and replace many of the old
and dying plantings. The garden, the
outlook from all directions and the
house and surrounding buildings are all beautiful and a credit to the current
owners who generously invited us all to wander wherever we pleased—in or out
of the house and anywhere in the garden.
A celebration was held for Jock Hay’s 94th birthday complete with a cake. We
did this early in the evening because last year Jock had to leave before we got
around to cutting his cake and he missed out on a piece.
By about 9.30 the evening was cooling down and dusk was approaching, so we all said our farewells
and headed for home.

Clean-up and Rebuilding of ‘Supper Room’
About a month before Christmas we were told that the builders were planning to start
work on the downstairs room where we store a lot of our old items – some we intend to
keep and some not. There are also many items that are too big to display upstairs, for
instance, a wool press, a threshing machine and an old wooden cart plus a number of
other items. The builders were expected to make a start before Christmas!
This led to frantic work from all volunteers – ordering packing boxes, packing,
labelling, selecting ‘keep’ or ‘maybe not keep’ and
transporting everything to temporary storage. This
was kindly arranged through the P&A Society who
offered use of a building at the showgrounds.
Builders duly arrived as promised and removed the
outer skin of the building as well as safely ridding the
whole place of asbestos. We are looking forward to finally being able to
use at least part of the downstairs area for displays.

WE’VE JOINED THE MODERN WORLD!
NBN CONNECTION FINALISED.
After some months of (im)patiently waiting and talking to Telstra and the NBN
people, we are now connected and able to use our computers to their full extent.
Because there was no phone line to the building (that we knew of) we have
been managing on a very limited amount of internet usage. However, after a
number of visits by various technicians and electricians, an old phone line was
discovered, replaced and reconnected to the building. The internet connection
has now been made and all the computers at the Heritage Centre are now
connected and working well. A great relief!
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History Signposted
Congratulations to the Camperdown Lions on the unveiling of
their enormous project documenting the history of the town. The
34 information panels have information about buildings, statues,
special sites, local industry and local stories – from Aboriginal
history to European settlement. The picture here is one side of
the very comprehensive brochure which, on the reverse, has a
trail to follow with numbered references to all the signs.
The brochure and the signs have been welcomed by visitors and
locals alike, a number of locals being quite surprised at some of
the history they have learnt!
Well done Lions, particularly historian – and CDHS Member and
Secretary – Maree Belyea.

THE VANISHED LAND
On December 10th Richard Zachariah launched his book “The
Vanished Land”, at the Camperdown Court House. The book shares
his recollections of how Western Victoria has changed since he
attended Hamilton College in the 50s and what has happened to the
large properties over the intervening years. A very personal and
fascinating look at the history of the district.

Keeping Busy on Facebook
Our Facebook page keeps the Society out there in the public sphere and
often a lot of interest is created by a question from one of Facebook watchers.
A wedding photo posted in November for Simone Budd, produced not only
some names of the family but also an unknown relative. The families are now
in touch with each other and we have some information for our files.
Some readers will remember our posting of Colongulac House in Balwyn
way back in June last year. This has created quite a lot of interest, most
recently from the Balwyn Historical
Society who have been researching the
house and its owners. The latest news from Balwyn is that the family
pictured was NOT the Adeneys as thought, nor the later owners, the
Wiedemanns and Towts, (as originally identified by the Balwyn Society)
but a totally different family, the Mummery family, who rented the house
from Alexander William Adeney from 1904-1906.
Such is History! It is the MOST inexact science!
Sometimes we put our own questions up there for comment or information and only this month found
some extra history about a local family business called Ovaltrack Toys. More news of that is still coming in.

A NAME FOR THIS NEWSLETTER?
After putting the suggestion to the committee and then asking you, our members, in last month’s
Newsletter, we’ve had a few suggestions come in.
The suggestion in last month’s Newsletter was: PAST CARING
This received support from about half of our volunteers but the rest didn’t like it at all. So further
suggestions were called for, and here they are:
PAST MATTERS; PAST HISTORY;
PASSING TIME; FOOTPRINTS;
KEEPING HISTORY; CLOCKTOWER;
CADHAM NEWS (Explanation: Camperdown and District
History and Museum News) this one could be designed to include the
words in small letters after the capitals.
We did like HISTORY MATTERS but found that it’s already in use by Torquay Historical Society, so
reluctantly we decided against it. ANY IDEAS? LET US KNOW WHAT YOU THINK. Send us an email.
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WESTERN PRESS – 1866 to 1871
One of the earliest newspapers to be published in Camperdown was the Western Press, which was first
published on 30th June, 1866. It came out every Saturday and its full title was: Western Press and
Camperdown, Colac, Mortlake and Terang Representative. The Proprietors were John Rossiter and
Theophilus Higgins.
CDHS is fortunate to have in their collection copies of a great many of these newspapers. They are
bound in hard-covered folders and are in excellent condition. This makes browsing through them for items
of interest very easy and very rewarding. The editorials and news items give interesting information about
happenings of the day as well as names of Councillors, schools and churches of the time. There are
advertisements which provide names and addresses of various tradesmen and businesses in the district
and, as pictured here, surprising information about the sorts of entertainment which were available in
country Victoria.
This advertisement for the Lancashire Bell Ringers was
published in the first and second editions of the paper and a later
edition provided a review of the performance.
The Temperance Hall was crowded to overflowing last evening,
with a respectable and delighted audience, the main feature of
attraction being the exquisite performance of the Lancashire Bell
Ringers. The excellent time and perfect musical ear displayed by
these Artistes is really surprising, and therefore no wonder or
surprise can be experienced at the crowded state of the Hall last
night. The masterpiece of the evening was the brilliant musical
execution of the Irish Quadrilles, the air Tow Row Roe being given
with such beautiful effect by the treble-bells, as to elicit loud calls for
an encore, which was responded to by the Sons of Lancashire;
after which, the National Anthem concluded the evening’s
performance. The display of vocal ability by Miss Chalker was well
received, especially in the second part of the programme, when
Creech’s “Kathleen Mavourneen” and “Milly’s Faith” by Claribel
were rendered with considerable effect, by the lady. The company will enliven the town of Terang with an
entertainment this evening; after which they proceed to Warrnambool, in which Town a performance is
announced for Monday evening next.
It is fascinating to note that this group of entertainers has travelled
across the world to the very new Colony of Victoria. They have made their
way around the Western District in the days before a railway was
established and when roads were unmade, uneven and uncomfortable to
travel on. Did they travel with their own coaches or vans? And how much
luggage was needed to carry their clothes and their musical equipment.
It’s also quite surprising to realise that this sort of entertainment was
available to those living so far from the big cities. It seems the regions were
not as isolated from civilisation as might be thought.
A search of Google has uncovered photos of groups of bell-ringers and
the fact that many still exist and take part in highly contested competitions.
The photograph shows the prize-winning Huddersfield Bellringers of
1904.

AMERICAN FLEET VISITS CAMPERDOWN
31ST JULY, 1925.
BACKGROUND
In early June 1925, a total of 57 vessels of the United States Navy, carrying some 25,000 officers and
crew under the command of Admiral Robert E. Coontz, left San Francisco. They sailed first to Hawaii,
where the fleet was engaged for several weeks in 'war games' before proceeding to Australia on 1 July, via
Pago Pago in American Samoa. Rendezvousing off Gabo Island on 21 July, the fleet divided into two
contingents that headed simultaneously to Melbourne and Sydney.
Melbourne, as the official capital of Australia and temporary seat of Federal Parliament at the time,
received the larger contingent of 43 vessels. Meanwhile, Sydney with its deep-water harbour hosted the 8
largest battleships and remaining support vessels.
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THE SQUADRON APPROACHES MELBOURNE
On 23rd July, 1925, the arrival of the American Fleet through the Port Phillip Bay Heads
was greeted by enthusiastic crowds. Newspaper reports were detailed and excited:
The weather was dull and cold, but occasional flashes of sunshine across the bay
showed the approaching squadron to advantage. Shortly before 10 o’clock the first ship,
the Seattle, commanded by Admiral Robert E. Coontz, passed the Heads, followed by the
other vessels of the fleet, the last of which passed Queenscliff at 10 minutes to 12 o’clock.

CROWDS ON SEASHORES
As the ships passed Arthur’s Seat they took a sharp turn to the north, passing within
three miles of the coastline at that point, which was crowded with spectators. From Queenscliff to St. Kilda,
where the fleet anchored, the coastline was thronged with sightseers eager to obtain the first view of the
fleet, which 17 years ago had created such a deep impression with Australians. Although those on board
were not able to hear the welcome accorded them, the crowds of Point Nepean and Point Lonsdale
cheered heartily.
The enthusiasm displayed by the thousands who had assembled along the foreshore within the vicinity
of Port Melbourne was remarkable.
Robert E. Coontz

THE SEATTLE BERTHED
As the first ship approached, cheers were called for and eagerly
responded to. A tense moment occurred as the flagship of the
American fleet, Seattle, drew alongside the Prince’s Pier.
Immediately the bands assembled on the Pier and on the ship,
played the National Anthem. The crews stood to attention and, aided
by the wind, the strains of the music were carried across the bay.
Every man doffed his hat, and conversation was stopped. To the
music of the national Anthem the warships approached Port
Melbourne. Cheers and Cooees were returned from the shore. With
Station Pier, Port Melbourne
the berthing of the Seattle, the official arrival of the American Fleet –
only the landing of Admiral Coontz was necessary to complete an impressive ceremony.

OFFICERS TO VISIT CAMPERDOWN
The above newspaper report is but one of many, from Sydney, Melbourne and Hobart, expressing the
excitement and enthusiasm with which this visit to Australia was greeted by the public of Melbourne.
It was therefore an almost unbelievable event when it was announced that about sixty officers from the
American Fleet would visit Camperdown during a specially arranged tour of Victorian regional towns. The
excitement was intense and the town prepared to welcome and celebrate the occasion.
PLANNING FOR THE BIG DAY – Camperdown Chronicle
Friday 31st July was declared the day the officers would arrive by the Reso Train1 and the planning was
announced in the Camperdown Chronicle of 21st July, 1925. An important part of the organisation was the
use of local cars to pick up the visitors from the Railway Station and take them around the town. Volunteers
were called for and, from the reports and pictures we have of the day, the organisers were not disappointed
in the response.
With the train due to arrive at 8.30 am, the planned itinerary was detailed and impressive: The visitors
will be conveyed to the Butter Factory via Pike and Manifold Streets travelling slowly along the former
street.
After visiting the factory, the party will be taken to the public park, thence to Purrumbete Estate, Weerite.
The party will then return to the Shire Hall where they will be officially welcomed by the president (Cr. J. G.
Oman) at 11 am. After the reception, the guests will be taken to the station, the train leaving at 11.30 am for
Geelong.
Sixty-one officers of all ranks will be aboard the train which will also carry for all or portion of the trip Mr.
Eggleston, Minister for Railways (and nine other members of the government or Railways). Captain Francis
McCullagh, representing the U.S.A. Newspapers and Mr. J. H. Cadenbach, Chief Photographer, will also
make the trip.

SCHOOL ARRANGEMENTS
The road from the station to Manifold St. will be lined with scholars from the local schools on the Queen’s
Park side bearing Australian flags whilst the pupils on the other side will display the Stars and Stripes. In
order that everything will be ready on time it is advised that pupils will assemble no later than 8.20 am.
The points of assembly are as follows; H.E.S. at Mr. Dabb’s and Union Bank, fifth and sixth graders
between Messrs. Yeoman’s and McKenzies, third and fifth at Saleyards, near Mr. McKenzie’s. Infants or
first and second graders at Mr. Grant’s.
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REPORT FROM CHRONICLE OF Saturday 1.8.1925
The Chronicle report is long and detailed, most of which is taken up with reporting the speeches made
by the Councillors and Rear Admiral Cole at the Shire Hall in the final half hour. What follows is a brief
summary of the event:
When the train arrived, Cr. Oman and his fellow councillors were waiting upon the platform to welcome
the visitors. After greetings and handshakes….
….a start was made headed by the Camperdown Brass Band which played appropriate airs to carry out
the program. Haste to an extent was necessary for though in this district there is much of interest for the
visitor to see and be explained, it all had to be done in three short hours.
Nevertheless, in that much time much was accomplished and no doubt the stay of the officers here will
long be remembered by the visitors as well as the residents. Moving from the railway station the
assemblage marched between a double line of Boy Scouts drawn up as a guard of honour under Assistant
Scoutmasters A. Hay and A. Robertson. The Scouts looked exceedingly well and their esprit de corps was
most commendable.
What seemed to impress the visitors particularly was the double column of children which lined Pike St.
from the station to do them honour. Under Mr Carter, Headmaster of the Camperdown schools, hundreds of
young folk from the tiniest tots up to budding young men and women of the Higher Elementary School were
assembled in military array. On one side was an extended line
of stars and stripes and on the other a similar display of the
flag of Australia – a happy thought which the visitors did not
fail to notice. As the cars passed slowly lengthways the welkin
rang with shrill cheers, cheers which only children know how to
give. Though the sun was not shining, the myriads of flags
gave a gay air to the whole. If the Americans were as happy as
the children who greeted them, then they were indeed happy.
After the wee folk had trotted off to school – for even with
school children duty comes before pleasure – the long line of
cars sped off to view the Camperdown Butter factory, rightly
regarded as one of the most up to date in the Commonwealth and probably in the universe.
In the absence of the manager, R. Proud, they were received by Mr Hone, Manager of the Casein
Department. They were shown all through from the separating of milk, the manufacture of butter, to the
making of milk powders, casein, etc. The officers displayed a keen interest. Before leaving they gave their
peculiar but fascinating navy cry, which is; Navy – Navy – Navy, N-A-V-Y! N-A-V-Y! N-A-V-Y! Leura!
Leura! Leura!
The name of the world-famous butter was here added. The concluding words are made to fit all
occasions.
Leaving the butter factory, the party visited
Camperdown’s beautiful park, its setting
occasioning many commendations as well as its
general appearance.
The cars were then driven to Purrumbete, the
fine residence of John Manifold. Here again a very
happy time was spent. Particular subjects of
interest to the officers were the tame kangaroos
and no doubt they will take away with them many pleasant impressions of their short sojourn at
Purrumbete.
After a very successful visit, the visitors were soon on their way again – to Geelong and then back to
Melbourne. However, there was one more thing the Americans had been hoping for. The Chronicle reports:

KANGAROOS
Almost from the time the American naval men set foot in Victoria over a week ago, they have been in quest
of kangaroos and wallabies. The men who were in the Reso train that went from Camperdown to Geelong,
had a treat provided for them near Colac. Horsemen on the property of Mr R. E. Baker of Larpent, drove a
mob of about 30 kangaroos up to the railway line fence as the train was passing. The mob divided and
raced along the fence for about half a mile to the delight of the Americans.
1

The Reso Train, officially the State Resources Train, was a train operated by the Victorian Railways to bring
business leaders from Melbourne and regional Victoria together. The first train ran to Swan Hill and Mildura in August,
1922.
7

